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- The MAILING DATE of this communication app ars on the cover sheet with th correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1,2,6-8.13-1 7.21 -26.28-32.36-41 and 43-45 is/are rejected. 
7M Claim(s) 4.5.12.18-20.27.33-35 and 42 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. I 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)\3 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) IS Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 16. 



4) 0 Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 OR 1.114, including the fee set 

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 1.17(e) has been timely paid, Applicants' submission of the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed on January 23, 2004, before the mailing date of the first 
Office action after the filing of the RCE under § 1.114, has been considered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed January 23, 
2004 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 

§ 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for a patent. 

4. Qaims 1-2, 6-8, 13-15; 16-17, 21-26, 28-30; 31-32, 36-41, 43-45 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,006,242 to Poole et 
al. ('Toole"). 

Claims % 16 and 31 

Poole discloses at least: 
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for end) leid cf the hierarchy, defining a tay^hcrtkn cf that leid 

anda target locntim for storing inheritance information for entities of that leid (see at least Figure 
1, items 32, 44, 46, 48 and related discussion in the specification); 

rwemngas input the hierarchically related entities and doe information specifying their 
hierarchical vdationship (see at least Figure 1, item 34 and related discussion in the 
specification); 

for each entity, detemimngits hierarchical leidfromthevforn^ andg&ierating 
wheritanoe irformationfor that entity (see at least Figure 1, items 36, 38, 40, 42 and related 
discussion in the specification); and 

storing the entity and its inheritance information m their -.respective target locations 
(see at least Figure 1, items 44, 46, 48 and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 2, 17 and 32 

The rejections of base claims 1, 16 and 31 are incorporated Poole further 
discloses vheremones cf the entities have attributes, each attribute hazing a vdue anda first name, 
further cxynpnswgthe steps <f: 

for hierarchical level, defining a targtf locatimfor stori^ associated wth 

each entity of that leid, ard defining a second name in the target location for each first attribute name 
(see at least Figure 4, items 119 and related discussion in the specification); 

receiungas input the hierarchical ard thdrasscxMted attributes (see 

at least Figure 4, item 121 and related discussion in the specification); 

for each entity haiing an attribute, mapping doe first name cf the attribute to doe 
secjondmme cf the attribute (see at least Figure 4, items 127, 129 and related discussion in 
the specification); and 

storing the attribute m its target location under its second name (see at least 
Figure 4, item 131 and related discussion in the specification). 
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Claims 11, 26 and 41 

The rejections of base claims 1, 16, 31 and inteivening claims 2, 17, 32, 
respectively are incorporated. Poole further discloses <i$herem the attrihae irformttion cf 
an entity is stored in the sans target location as the entity itsdf (see at least Figure 5, item 26 
and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 6, 9, 21, 24, 36, 39 

The rejection of base claims 1, 16 and 31 is incorporated. Poole further 
discloses the step cf assigning an identifier to each entity (see at least Figure 5, items 26, e.g., 
entities 1-n; and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 7, 10, 22, 25, 37 and 40 

The rejections of base claims 1, 16, 31 and intervening claims 6, 36 are 
incorporated. Poole further discloses the step cf storing the inheritance irforrmtion cf each 
entity wth the identifier cf that entity in its target location (see at least Figure 5, item 26 and 
related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 8, 23 and 38 

The rejection of base claims 1, 16 and 31 is incorporated. Poole further 
discloses wherein the tnheritarKE vrforrmtkn cf an entity is stored m the sane targzt location as the 
entity itsdf (see at least Figure 5, item 26 and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims D, 28 and 43 

The rejection of base claims 1, 16 and 31 is incorporated. Poole further 
discloses wherein the data object further comprises an oudwe dfining the order arri structure cf its 



Application/Control Number 09/489,561 
Art Unit: 2122 



Page 5 



entities (see at least Figure 5, items 62, 64, 65 and related discussion in the 
specification). 

Claims 15, 30 and 45 

The rejections of base claims 1, 16, 31 and intervening claims 13, 28 and 43 are 
incorporated. Poole further discloses wherein the rdatiomhip trfcmutbn further oonprises 
the degnse cfinckntatim (f all entities of a sanE bierayxhiad leid hazinga 

same degree cf vndentakn (see at least Figure 5, items 62, 64, 65 and related discussion in 
the specification). 

Claims 14, 29 and 44 

The rejection of base claims 1, 16 and 31 is incorporated. Poole further 
discloses wherein the relationship irforrmtwn further emprises container labds (see at least 
Figure 1, items 44, 46, 48, e.g., "Document X", "Document Y " document Z"). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5, 20, 35, 3, 18, 33, 4, 19, 34, 12, 27, 42 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to examiner Antony Nguyen-Ba, whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-0103. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday- Friday 
from 6:15 - 3:45 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam, can be reached at (703) 305-4552. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Central Fax Number (703) 872-9306 



ANTONY NQUYEN^A 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Art Unit 2122 

April 13, 2004 



